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Engagei in Friendly Discussion = 


Arranged by Rev. Henry Meyer, Batavia, Ohio. 


iContinusa from last week) 


“For my part,” said Mr. Scoffer, who was occupying his old role of im- 
patient onlooker, “I can’t see why a believer should hesitate in making his 
moves. Is it not true, Mr. Churchgoer, that God knows exactly what piece 
you are going to move?” 

“And therefore,” continued Mr. Materialist. “is it not already ordained | 
that you infallibly will make that move, that you absolutely must make it?” 

“As you have much to account for this evening” added Mr. Dontbelieve, 

“it would be unfair to ask you to solve chess and theology at the same time.” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Well, since an intermission will not break up 

our most interesting game, no harm will result to it by an hour’s delay; and 

ince what you call my theology is eternally armed—absolutely impregnable— 
Jet us talk on predestination at which you are hinting. What was your open- 
ing remark, Mr. Seoffer?” | 

MR. SCOFFER: “The sum of it is this; What God foresees must neces- 
sarily take place. But God foresees all our actions. Therefore they must 
jnevitably follow: we can have no liberty or choice regarding them. If you! 
admit God’s infinite knowledge, His omniscience, you must deny man’s free- | 
dom of will.” : 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Last week I told Mr. Donthelieve all the objec- 
tions of modern philosophers are, in truth, of most venerable antiquity, more | 
than musty with age, for with the turning of the cycles they have disirte-| 
grated and they have to be rebuilt, like mastadons, from their almost pre-| 
historic remains. Here is an instance. Origen, who died A. D. 
your difficulty.” 

MR. MATERIALIST: “Here, let us read it: ‘Things do not happen be- | 
cause God foresees them in the distant future, but because they will happen— 
God knows them before they happen.’ ”’ 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “Of course, we mortals cannot bope to fathom. 
the depths of Infinite Intelligence. But. those words are plausible. To para-_ 
phrase, Mr. Churchgoer will not play chess with me next week because | 
foresee this fact; but since he will lose that game, or since he will play chess 
with me next week, I really know these things before they happen.” 

MR. SCOFFER: “The old-timers are much in demand now, so let me 
read this next line in your book. St. Jerome, who died A. D. 420, says: ‘Not 
because God knows that Something will happen, it must therefore happen; 
but God, knowing the future, foresees it, because it is to happen.’ ” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “As Mr. Dontbelieve remarked, mortal mind can- 
not measure the extent of divine knowledge. That would be measuring the | 
light of the sun with the glow of a candle. We cannot hope to sound the | 
depth of the riches of the wisdom and of the knowledge of God.” 

MR, MATERIALIST:. “A happy illustration strikes me. Would it not 
be ridiculous for an untutored savage to tell you you cannot see an object ten 
miles off? Well, just as his argument is not convincing, because he knows 
nothing of the power of the telescope, so our argument against God’s fore- 
sight cannot be peremptory, because we know nothing of its mode of opera- | 
tion,” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: 
wards God! 


254, answers | 


“The moral is we must not act like savages to- 
We must not live in those mental wilds 
“*Where blind and naked Ignorance 
Delivers brawling judgments, unashamed, 
On all things, all day long.’ (Tennyson).” 
MR. SCOFFER: “Well, let’s grant that God foresees our every act and 
that we still have freedom of will. Suppose these apparently inconsistent 
doctrines are established: they lead logically to the capital absurdity. For if 


(Continued | on Lhe Four): 


ae ee ee ae NR ee 


Pilate, the Prototype of 
All Doubters and Scoffers 


Rev. H. C. Hengell, Recter, St. 
Paul’s University Chapel, 
Madison, Wis. 

Nearly nineteen hundred years ago 
Jesus Christ, on trial before Pilate 
solemnly proclaimed, “For this came 
I into the world: that I should give 
testimony to the truth” (John 18, 37) 
With a sneer Pilate asked, “What is 
truth?” Then he left the court room 
at once without waiting for the 
answer. | 

This scene between Christ and 
Pilate well typifies the constant con- 
flict between Christianity and doubt. combined. Tennyson expressed this 
Despite the sarcasm and ridicule of thought beautifully in a stanza of “In 
many modern Pilates, Christianity Memoriam”: 
still confronts the world of doubt and 
bears solemn witness to truth. What 
truth? The truth about religion, the 
truth about man’s relation to God. 
The truth about man’s origin, fal! 
redemption and ee des- 


j 


By sie The truth about his only safe 
ruide, the Catholic Church. 
Christianity is the greatest, the 
mightiest, the most constant phe- | 
nomenon of European and American 
history. It is the biggest, the most | 
absorbing idea that has ever con- 
fronted the human mind. No human 
theories or systems of philosophy op 
‘posed to Christianity have ever be- 
come lasting or popular among active 
and aggressive peoples and nations. 
Christ is a bigger fact in history than | 
all the world’s systems of philosophy | 


“Our little systems have their day, 
They have their day and cease to be 
They are but broken lights of Thee 
And Thou, O Lord, art more than) 

they. 
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ARCHBISHOPS S RESIDENCE 
200 Grand Ave., 


Milwaukee, Wis., Feb. 19, 1918. 


'My dear Father Noll: 


With my whole heart do [ join the) 


‘other Archbishops and Bishops of the 


United States in recommending your 
excellent weekly messenger, Our Sun- 
Visitor.” Indeed, it is without 
doubt the most valuable as it is the 


‘most needed Catholic weekly for our | 
| Catholic 


people. I resommend it 
wherever I can and am most anxious 


‘that all the priests of the Archdiocese | 
should 
‘spreading it among their flocks. 

‘a real apostle of Catholic Truth 


efforts in 
It is 
and 
May God bless your efforts 
like 


exert their best 


Practice. 
and multiply your Sunday Visitor 


ithe seeds of grain on our fields. 


= §S. G. MESSM ER 
BISHOP’S RESIDENCE 
Coneordia, Kan 


January 8, 1918. 


'Dear Father Noll: 


It is with pleasure that I recom 
mend Our Sunday Visitor, firmly be- 


lieving that it will do much good. It 


‘is my wish that this useful publication 


‘should find a place in every Catholic, 
‘household. The plan you suggest for 


igiving the Visiter a larger circulation | 
'meets with my approbation, and 1 sin-| 


cerely hope that you may succeed 
Blessing your work, I am, 
Yours devotedly, 
J. F. CUNNINGHAM, 
Bishop of Concordia 


s 


BISHOP’S HOUSE 
116 N. Dithridge Street 
Pittsburgh, 
February 5, 
Dear Father Noll: 

Our Sunday Visitor is one of the 
great missionary forces of the Church 
in the United States; ahd it would be 
most gratifying to know that it was 
reaching every parish and every home 


in every parish of the diocese of Pitts- | 
Catholic | 


burgh. There is no other 
weekly read by so many non-Catholics 


active promoters of its circulation. 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
Wb REGIS CANEVIN, 

Bishop of Pittsburgh. 


How Students Tey the Priesthood Did War. 


Farming---How You Might Spend Vacation 


1918. | 


Visitor; and for that. 
and for many other reasons, | 
ithe clergy and the laity ought to ne 
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Kimberly, Wis.., 
Feb. 11, 1918. 

Noll, 

Lad. 


I eepscentutepbeensshtnipaaiitrties 


Rev. John F. 
Huntington, 
Father: 

At the regular monthly meeting of 


‘the Holy Name Society, a sincere ef 


fort was made to make effective, in 
this community, your motto: “Our 
Sunday Visiter in Every Home.” 

A committee was appointed to take 
charge of this work in the fol! »wing 
manner: One man was assigne! to 
every aquare block, he is to cal! on 


‘every family in the block assigned to 


Director, 
‘will give a sermon at @ach Mass, 


‘the 


him, irrespective of their religious be- 
liefs, and solicit their subscription to 
Our Sunday Visitor. 

This campaign or drive for 
scribers will commence Sunday, 
i7th, and our enthusiastic 
Rev. F. X. Van 


sub- 


Spiritual 
Nistleroy, 


the Catholic Press, and will urge all 
the members of the parish, who are 
not alreagy subscribers, to subscribe, 
when called upon 
of the committee 

The Visiter is being delivered to the 
homes by carriefs, the same as the 
daily papers, this being more reliable 
than purchasing same in the rear of 
church, which may at 


to do so by a mem 


ber 


times he 


overlooked or forgotten. 


i'tained, 
| Visitor in 
realized 


Dear Father Noll 


‘campaign for more subscribers 


Through this thorough campaign 
during which every family will be 
visited, we hope to attam the goal in 
become 100 
seribers to your paper 

If a campaign of this nature would 
be conducted by every Holy Name So 
results could be 


view, to per cent 


wonderful ob 
and your “Our Sunday 
Every Home” would be 
as nearly as possible 


H. W. LANGENBERG. 
President 


cLety, 
motto, 


Feb. 1h) 1918 
you unlimited suécess in your 
You 
deserve every onnee of our most active 
co-operation Your. or Chur 
Sunday Visitor, is a God-send to this 
land where millions live in the dar! 
ness of unbelief; and what a help, a 
comfort, it is to our Catholic 
Yours truly, 
OMER RIBIL LARD, 
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We have seen that there is an in-' matter and spirit. Religion | e2 
telligent and persomat-@od who is the the bringing of our spirit into. Ff 


Creator and Ruler of the world. 


Let relation with the Creater, 
‘us now’ consider man, for religion has ne connection with. m 
“means the bond between man and God. animals. because they cannot + 


“ ba uate 


Man is a creature, first of all, with hend. God made them as 


cunderstanding. 


Mere matter does not and they are incapable B ye 


‘understand, so man is more than mat- wise than as determined. 
ter. | 
Man is ae a creature with free which no power on earth can 


Matter is subject to fixed 


He can say yes or no, and no animals are subject to fixed law 
‘one can force him against his will,’ called 


instinct, 


Mere matter does not determine itself change. You can teach an 


few cricks by foree of t 


Man is capable of generalizing, or: this is merely artificial, like p 


rising in thought above what 


senses perceive. 


his! wood to resemble oak, But’ 
For example, he has, independent; he can do as he likes 08; 


‘ideas of the following things which | comprehends; he is the only ¢ 


do not exist in themselves: endless- 
ness, nothing, future, abstract. 


who can defy | 
No liberty even against his own good. 


law; he can Hera : 


‘one ever saw an abstraction, yet man drunkard, a gambler, a li 


knows the meaning of abstract. No. 
one ever saw nothing or felt it, 


realized it by any of-the senses, yet 


the mind knows what nothing means, | self, 
Matter can-. 


has an idea of nothing. 
not abstract and generalize and com 
pare, sO avai man is more than mat- 
ter. 
The: 
commands body, forces it to de 
what he -wishes, even himeelf 
to do what he shrinks from. A man 
may feel tired, his bods may bo 
fatigued, his and 
injured, but he can compel his tired 
body to work on. Mere matter 
command, so man is more 


a power in man whieh 
his 


forces 


limbs way be 


SOS 


than 


Man 
The 


CAN OFig@inagte |. al CUT Pose 


poet pives 
marvellous har 
the workman 11: 
Mere matter can 


crencer 
monies and melodies, 
vents new devices. 
not thus aloft 
the realms of possibilits 

As you these lines, 
doing your own thinking, 
sult you may 
Matter 
man is 

That 


matter we 


soar und penetrate 
read 
and as 

of life 
and decide, 80 
jatter 
pow Cr ih man 


alter your plan 


cannot eatimate 
more than n 
which i8 fot 


eall apiri' Man is there 


spiritual be 
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know that he is bringing dixease | 


or'death on himself, but he 


ahead. Man can even defy God” 
And he. does. That makes” , 
when a man deliberately does what h@ 
knows is wrong, cm 
Religion then means bringing Hi 
into harmony with God, bringing’? ti 
inte God's way of living, bringing he 
back to what is right. Man haga te 
dency to be a law untoe himself, to ¢ 
as he likes. But God gave mu 
liberty to servé’ Him, to do His ° 
He could have made man like the 
of nature, subject to fixed lawa, B 
He did not. He made him free te gh 
him opportunity of show 
loyalty and allewiance to Him whe | 
fully made him. : 
God’s law oblives man to direet ; 
life to please God and not to salt hinges 
self, and yet we see many phople liv 
ing just to suit themselves. But” oe 
God to be trifled with? We mel 
lnwe of our country, Hoy 
about God's laws, which are more aR 
red? Because Ged is good and oa 
tient and does not. punish pins 
that man ean ¢o @ 


the 


vi onder 


; 
obey the 


doea not follow 
aivmirc 
' death, 


next 


ror after 
We shall 


the judgment! Bs 
consider the nis 


ity of the soul 


College Students Interest 
Themselves in our Campais 


St, Anseinvs Collere, 
Manchester, “\. Hi) 
Ours may ® aptly termed a read 


| ine ave, an People 


particular! eager to 
know about 


a rationati: 


Americ 
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‘haps, as 
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Sirte! Hence, 
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a reading are 
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semination of pan newspapers 
and that the 
prese reaches people whom the pulpit 
cannot 
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Catholics goimne ta he out 


done in zeal by our separated. breth 


ren? Lre we going to lag while © 
carrying on an active 
a afrenuous campaign? Needless 
to answer these questions How ¢€ 
desist? One of ways 
by promoting the Catholie Press. 
Catholic Press 
Church. 
the end which t 
view—the triumph 
They are her instruments. te 
this field that the co-opera 
laity is most needed. Tha dutyt 
of Catholics should not end with con4 
tributions for churches and schooled 
in order to keep in touch with Cath 
olic activity we must read Cath 
literature. We need the editers’ ab 
they await our co-operation 
XIII, Pius X and Benedi 
XV have advocated the cause of Cath 
vlic literature, 
Our Sunday Visitor, 


Protest ants are 


we beat ae 


mission of the 
mission of the 
papers 
Church 
Truth 
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promote 
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Both Sides in the Controversy About 


Y. M. C. A. Army Morr Are Heard 


| i~COMPLAINTS AGAINST y M. OC a The New Yor Times 


) n Maqar'ne f were t. as army office 
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Even the coldest winter in half e'minutes; that they should follows out to the Sulpician farm on their 
century is loosing its icy grip of from the cal] of our Government, and holiday one day a week. 
death, and robins and spring-fever are the fact that, considering the profit The work on the farm was like any 
near. ‘to their health, they will likely earn new game, ful) of mystery, surprises. | 
Our Government, and indeed al! of more in the field, even for themselves | victories and failures. The big red-| 
us, are trying to eat sparingly of |than in an office. faced farmer delighted them, as the) 
what our brave soldiers “over there” 4 WARYLAND EXPERIMENT. (@®tipodes of their wan, blanched | 


The ertticiams. which are heard otter 
Washington and New Yor 


officers returned fr : Franee or stationed 
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a py’ 
‘teachers in the seminary, and from 


need, being very willing that if there, 


is to be any want felt, it shall he 
“over here.” Better still, many a. 
young student would gladly literally 
put his hand to the plow, and turn 

farmer, or gardener, if only he knew 
how; thereby hoping? to “gather in 
the sheaves” of a material harvest. 
till he is fully equipped to reap that 
of souls. Indeed he may be con- 
vineed, and truly, that he would be 
killing two birds with one stone by 


And now for the practicability of, 
‘the scheme. We all know that “ab | 
actu ad posse valet consecutio:” or 


the former they learned the practico- 
practical of picking stones, dropping 


as the pugnacious youngsters say, wy) and thinring corn, pulling up weeds, 
can show you better than I can tell planting and covering potatoes, cab- 
oi ” |bage, beets, beans, etc., etc 
Baltimore does not fancy it is amy | VOF* at 
tae > lie 
eet of our dogr ine pects meee had been plowed by the farmer. And 
the birthplace of the Star Spangled very happily, and conveniently, just 
ill eal the first residence ol cue | Well and need much more ‘attention 


This | 
first only one day a week, | 
enabled them to plant the ground that. 
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‘nary, anywhere else, could, maybe IN CANVAS TENTS. | et least half o 
will, repeat just what was done last Then took place their exodus from | 

‘summer by Seminarians from St. the warm eity to the hills and fields— | 
® | Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, on the | hot in the mid-day, but coo! and love-' 
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\Children’ s School and Playground 
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CALENDAR FOR THIS WEER. 


S. 
M. St. Casimir, 

T. §t. Adrian. 

W. SS. Perpetua and Felicitas. 
Th. St. Thomas Aquinas. 

F. §St. John of God. 

S. St. Frances of Rome 


ce} 


can aws. © 


Learn the Answers to 
the Questions which fol- 
low; also learn the mean- 
ing of terms frequently 
used in’ connection with 
our religion. 


To whom. ia the month of 
March dedicated ? 

What position had St. Joseph 
in the Holy Family? 

Did Christ as man hove a 
natural father? 

Who is the patron of a happy 
peath? 

Who ig honored as the patron 
of the Universal Church? 


The second judgment will not re-' 


verse the first, for the judgments of 
Srd in Lent-—-St. Cunegundes.. 
‘Savior, Who humbled Himself in life | 
will be glorified before the whole 
, world, 
equalities on earth will be rectified. ' 


God are unchangeable. . Then Our | 


Then all the apparent. in- 


Will our bodies share in the reward 
or punishment of our souls? 


Our bodies will share in the reward! Man, before his fall, was closer to, May have all the earmarks of truth, 
‘or punishment of our souls, becduse| God than he is at the present day. 4! estness, and sincerity; but there is! 
His 2 falsity to it somewhere. 


through the 
again be united to them. 


The body, joined to the soul in life, | creature, 


the unlawful pleasures of | 
the damned. 


‘reward or punishment. 


BIBLE. AND CHURCH HISTORY | 


ae eee 


Catechetically Arranged. 


resurrection they will! This 


(Reprinted, with permission of the | « 
John Murphy Co., from a. little book | 


under the above title). 
Q. When did the people be- 
lieve in and adore God? 


| A. When Moses had wrought | 
miracles before them. 


How old were Moses and 


Q. 


Answers of Baltimore Cate. | ‘Aaron when they went to 


chism Clearly Explained. 


Can the faithful on earth help the 


souls in Purgatory? 

The faithful on earth can help the 
souls in Purgatory by their prayers, 
fasts, almsdeeds; by indulgences, and | 
by having Masses said for them. 

The action of Judas Maccabeus in 


sending silver to Jerusalem that sacri- | 
fice might be offered for the soldiers | 
inscriptions |Israelites to be still more op- 


fallen in battle, the 


‘commanded him to 
Israelites go into the desert to 


‘Pharoh? 

A. When they | presented 
themselves before Pharaoh and 
let the 


sacrifice to the Lord, they were 


‘both about eighty years of age. 


Q. Did Pharaoh refuse? 
A. Yes, and he ordered the 


placed on the tombs of the early | pressed. 


Christians buried 
the very prayers offered by all peo-. 


ples for the dead, bespeak man’s uni- | 


versal belief that the souls in Purga-| 


tory can be aided by the faithful on | 


earth. 


after death, what need is there of a 
general judgment? 


There is need of a general judgment, | 


though every one is judged immediate- 
ly after death, that the providence of 
God, which, on earth, ‘often permits 
the good to suffer and the witked to 


prosper, may in the end appear just 


before all men. 


in the catacombs, | 


@. When Moses and Aaron 
again presented themselves, 
what happened? 

A. By the command of God, 


‘Aaron cast his rod before the 
If every one is judged immediately | 


king, and immediately it was 
changed into a serpent. 

Q. What effect had this on 
Pharaoh? 

A. It only hardened him the 
more, and he would not let the 
people go. 
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“Let no man deceive you with vain. 
words: for because of these things the | 4Dy Voice that sounds apart from the 
anger of God cometh on the children | -Church, teaches a doctrine not in keep- 


of unbelief.”-—-Ephes. "¥, 7, 


resulted from his sin. 
Creator distanced Himself from His 
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But there were to be  tokeeenaiitasiie contrary to RE devtrive and infallible f 
or channels through which the in- belief. 
fluence of the Almighty would reach, ‘there is no doubt that this will con- | 
‘to man. The one Great Mediator was tinue to the end of the world—nay, it / 
Christ. He left the Church as His’ will be then more. conspicuous ane 


_representative and dispenser of the _more vigorous than it was in the past, | 


' 


‘between God and man; and she alone his desire and his aim not only to 


' 


| God, 


' 


because this creature no! great genius, of learning, as well as 
shared in the privations and the pen-| longer deserved to enjoy the fruits of men of little talent and of ordinary 
ances of the elect; it also shared, with His close Presence. 
‘the soul, 


chang He gained by His life, passion or is in the present. Most ef it-is due’ 
nd death. 


This Church is final intermediary of lies, the arch-enemy of God. It is 


will ever re-echo to man the word of, spread sin, but also to further error 
wherever he can, 

It is the blessed privilege of Catho- 
lies to have the pure word of God, as 
‘they have it in their Church. By fol- 
lowing its directions, they will arrive, 
in the land of safety; by assenting to) 
its judgments, they will <teien the! 
it 


It follows Clearly, therefore, that 


ing with what she teaches, is false. It 


At all times there have been mén of. 


(Continued from Page Three) 


knowledge, who have tried to teach 


However, God did not place man so, the world, other than the Church bids there are three Persons in God, 


him. 


a 


af 
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Hence at the end of| ‘distant from Himself that he would be it believe. 
the world our bodies will receive their ‘unable to receive His words of ever- cained ¢ lowers, 
‘lasting truth. His ear could yet hear- tract a certain 

ken to the voice of God, and his heart | with the hn ig 
could yet burn with love, because of, abundance, systems, sects, sichisotan'| 
‘the presence -of God’s grace. within and philosophies, 


+ sighaieaened they have "that the Second Person became Man, | 
amd continue to at-) suffered, and died to save us, for it is| 
portion of humanity, probable that no one can be freed 
that there are in| from his sins unless he believes these | 
truths. 

“The third requisite may Be totalty | 


opposed to the 


| Church, advocating things weenraiaei dh disre¢arded when thete is danger of 
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% =| death. Even though you have very | 


good reason to believe that, if the 
dying person recovers, he will aposta-| 
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good, you may and should baptize him. 
| God made the sacraments for us; He’ 


hatin whilst the animal | sleeps. 


preserved the life of many an animal.” 
“And since self-preservation is the first law of 45 
nature, it fellows that a sense of pain is a most necessary requisite of animal | 


MR. CHURCHGOER: 


life,” 
MR. DONTBELIEVE: 


to that. 
MR, CHURCHGOER: 


in accord with reason. 


a higher plane of life, be justified.” 
MR. DONTBELIEVE; 


MR, CHURCHGOER: 


MR, DONTBELIEVE: 


sistencies,”’ 

MR, CHURCHGOER: 
enjoy in all these matters. 
centuries on my side, 
centuries ago. 


“*Like doctors thus, when much dispute is past, 
We find our tenets just the same at last. 
(To be continued) 


“Is this the premise from which your theologians | 
conclude that it is not sinful to torture animals? 
I think it is very wrong needlessly to torture the meanest brute.”’ 

“What makes you think I cquid sanction such} and i 
treatment? Since man is a rational animal his every. act must have a motive ‘for the’ priest.” 
A wanton injury to the smallest sapling cannot have | 
such a motive: much less can.a similar inhumane act to a brute, which enjoys 


“TI see now why you can sanction the vivisection 
of animals, If cruel treatment is necessary it may be administered.” 

“Indeed it may. 
it cannot run counter to ‘human or, divine wisdom and goodness. 
speare says, ‘Good reasons must, of force, give place to better. | 
“Well, we are now coming-to a real test of your. 
theology. Under God’s knowledge comes the subject of predestination, ffee- | 
dom of the will, the problem of evil and other real stumbline-blocks. 
ought to warn you so that you can invent plausible 


“T have once or twice hinted at the advantage I 

! repeat it: I have the best brains of. nineteen 
You cannot bring up a difficulty that was not answered | 
I predict with certainty that Pope’s line will again see its 
fulfillment as it has so frequently in the course of our discussion: 


ee ee me 


Y es,-it is true, it is the sense of pain that has, Would rather have a sacrament ex. |f 


posed to irreverence than leave one of | 
in danger of suffering 


“ment, 0 
“Fathe?, if we find a dying man| 
For one, I can never agree | What should we do?” 
4 
mm whether he is a Catholic, 
he is g@ne, run as fast as you can 


| 
; 


“But suppose, Father, we can’t do 
either. Suppose he is out of his head, | 
and nobody knows whether he is a 


to the workings of Satan, the father! 
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zand their popularity. Learn, in. your spare time at home, how to overcom 
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others by the power of your speech alone; how to train your. memory,/0 
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WHAT THE COURSE 
TEACHES YOU. 


‘Catholic or not. And the priest lives 
dead before he could come.” 


If it is based on rational grounds 
- As Shake- 


y 33 


is out of his senses, and if, before ha 
I feel I 


for these incon. | between that time and the time he 


excuses 


breathes his last he has at least im- / 
perfect contrition for his sins, they; 


‘will be forgiven by virtue of Baptism 

and contrition and he will be Saved. 
“This is how you should act when- 

ever you have the slightest reason to 


i * 

| was never baptized, but had some sort 

‘of desire of baptism. And my opinion 
s that you would have some reason to 


* oF 
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SANCTIF YING “GRACE. 


Written for Our Sunday 
/ 


Visitor by 


Rev. Albert Muntsch, 


Si. Louis University. 


q 
| tthe but ite that they had to go to| The 


Ito i 


lof Christ’s revealed religion, but as a} 


confession. Try to imagine it! Try) 
agine any man 
this thing over on them, not as a part) 


We are so easily beguiled by things that flatter the senses or that appeal |new custom. Such a man would have 


to our notion of “the practical.” We 
that are of value to the interior life, 
estimate upon immediate results 


the hfe of the 
shows itself in the emphasis that is now 
almost universally placed upon studies 


are so slow to recognize those things 
soul. In education this 


that do not make for real solid train- 


ing, but for immediate, material results. 


Now, however, the Catholic 
things of this world, lf has 
There is only one thing 
destiny are concerned. 


may 
an infail 
worth striv 


ing 


be at a loss to estimate properly the 


ible test as regards “spiritual values.” 


for as far as his immortal soul and its 


This is sanctifying or habitual grace, a supernatural 
gift, dwelling in the soul, making it just; holy, 


and pleasing to God, It re- 


mains in the soul as a habit, so long as sin does not make it disappear; and 


hence it is called habitual : ‘ 


It is called sanctifying, 


because it renders 


the soul pure and holy in the sight of God 


It gives supernatural life to the 


soul, it makes us children of God, it 


forms supernatural gifts within us, it enables us to perform works meritorious 
for Heaven, and it is a sure guarantee of eternal life. 
Now this priceless boon, rendering the soul beautiful in the sight of God, 


is lost by mortal sin. 
stroyed. 


The supernatural life given by grace is at once 
Charity, or the love of God, instantly disappears from the soul. 
latter is reduced to the state of a useless drudge. 


de- 
The 
It can no longer merit for 


heaven. A person dying in that terrible condition, that is in the state of 


grievous sin, would be lost forever: 
Encouraging, however, beyond al! 


pf grace or justification, lost by mortal sin; may be recovered. 
by returning to God with a contrite heart, and by doing penance. 


From this sentence there is no appeal, 


words is the happy fact that the state 
It is regained 
AS s00n as 


the serious sin is forgiven, grace re-enters the soul and also the power to gain 
supernatural merit. It is not wealth or bodily attraction that makest a per- 


yon acceptable in the sight of God, 


but the possession of sanctifyjng grace, 


which bestows upon us the liberty of the children of God. 
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When, Where, by Whom, was the 
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able powers of persuasion to induce 
all the people of the Christianized | 
world to stand on therr heads three 
times a day, and that, for hundreds 
of years after his time, all Christian 
people had faithfully done so, we‘ 
should find it easier to believe that, | 
than to believe that any man or men 
could persuade a world which had been 
Christianized without 
adopt confession afterwards 


confession, to 


been ? After the constant repetit 
of this statement for 400 years, 


ion 
mo 


name hag yet been even suggested. iC atholic doctrines which are in 


this astonishing, and not too pleasant 
thus imposed on a. 
whole world? Surely there is a record. 


Surely some one gained fame for a/ 


new obligation, 


brief space by crying out against it! 


And surely some record has been/| 
, found in the 400 years in which every 
and corner has been searched 
‘for arguments against Catholic 
trines. 


nook 


doc - 


Not one word. Not one name. 
date. Just an assertion, 


Not 
one 
a fact. And, alas, there are thousands 
of other statements made against 


Well, then, at least, tell us when it |ly the same position. 


was inverted; not, 
and hour, but the century, anvhow. 
In which one of the 1500 years be- 
tween the death of Jesus Christ, Who 


founded the Church, and the birth -of | 


Martin Luther who assumed to 


ré- 


form the Church, was this invention’ 


made? Wonderful to relate, not the 
rmallest attempt has ever been made 
*to mame even the century in which 
tonfession was invented. 

Well, then, what is the history 
this invention? You know who 
lid it nor when it was done. But at 
least you know something about it; 
rou who have repeated the statement 
‘or 400 years. Tell us something 
ibout it. Was there any opp 
i it? Did not some one man 


of 


not 


. 
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in all 


of course the day) 
i but 
‘could have invented confession and 


It is idle to beat a man of straw: 
let us say just this. No man 
succeeded in having it accepted and 
acted on, It was one of the greatest}. 
‘difficulties in the conversion of pagan 
Europe, as it is today one of the 
greatest diffleulties in the ¢yes of non- 
Catholics; a lesser difficulty, of course 
for the latter than for the former. 
or, naturally, unpleasant as it is to 
most, people, men and women of 


which, | 
But who is the man said to have Dy repetition, has become accepted as} U. 


(been mad. 


‘and done so smoothly as to have left | 
‘of morals, 


Men who say it was done, 


‘ngt_a ripple behind, and not a word 


sanity. 
lack of common sense. 

And look at the other side of the 
confessional box. There sits 
priest; and he has the most disagree- 
able task to do that was ever assigned | 
to a man to do. The average priest 
likes his side of the box as little as 
the average penitent likes his. “But,” 
says the objector, “suppose he gets 
power by it?” Suppose your grand-. 
mother’s pet hen hatched turkeys. 
Non-Catholic objectors are 


|appealing to their imagination; 


ly 
istream of sordid, 


| 
i 
| 


Practice of Confessing Sins Invented? 


which | 
would not be so bad if they did not) 
insist on taking what their imagina- | 
tion gives them for settled facts. 

Go and watch an average crowd of | 


people going to confession: and try}, 
0 
to imagine how much a vague pcos 
fe 


of power would induce you to sit down 
seven hours at a time, in a close, bad- 
aired box, and hear a constant, 
mean, vicious, sin- 
soul-depressing and heart-sicken- 
ing stories; knowing that several. 
times a week for the rest of your | 
natural life you must do se. 

It is a pity that critics of the! 
Church bestow all their highly-imagi- 


ful, 


native sympathy on the one side of} 


\the confessional box and give none at 


, all to the other. And it is a pity that | 


i 


i 


lives, Think but little of the 
unpleasantness of it. But imagine the | 
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converts of the Church in the early Ps 


centuries, and in later centuries, when 
she was still struggling with the 

antic fostered by thou- 
sands of years of pagan license! Of 


passions 


/no one has ever thought to tell us how | 
the wonderful unknown person who 
‘invented confession, and added it to a 
load of Christian obligations 
new converts from paganism already | 
found heavy; how he managed to get. 
the priests to accept this life sentence | 
to the slavery of the confessional. 
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| to baptize him, adding the words, ‘on 
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tized.’ Then you should kneel down 
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‘vanced logieally a step farther and 
They refused to acknow- eaten: ae et Oe, ee eee 
ledge any authority on carth more 
competent than themselves to inter- 
pret questions of right or wrong_in. 
policy and administration. 
and politicians who 


even though they appear to be uncon- 
scious. 
of saving an immortal soul,” 
“Thank you, Father,” 
‘little ladies as they tripped away, and 
Father Casey was fully convinced that 
‘they were going straightway to search 
the groves ~ael a | dymg man. 


that the highest test o 
patriotism in a citizen was his abso- | 
lute and’ unqualified acceptance of the. 
principle, “My country, right | 
he 

In no country was this principle of 
state absolutism more consistently re-| 
‘flected than in Protestant 
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lof action. There is no power on earth | 
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“This eboiee.” 
la 
,assuming a judicial air, “whether how 
are all eligible. Perhaps you are not 
(aware that there are certain persons 
whom the Chureh excludes from the. 
‘office of sponsor.” 


[wordt eraming after be has made that time doen} 


The girls were sobered on the in- 


stant. 


“Who, Father?” they asked very. 


anxiously. 


There was rejoicing in the house of 


Desmond! 
I do not 


‘ean that all the unnum- 
pered scio” of that royal line were 
simultancoss'y jubilant. No, I refer 
to the material house of one Michael 
Desmond, who had, a year ago, led to 
the altar the eldest of the four Kis- 


sane girls. 
In the house of the said Michael 


Desmond there was rejoicing! Father 
hastened to call. It was not ain one Breath whether the little, red, | 


puckered, blinking face set in embroid- 
Well the good priest. knew that ' 


Casey 
matt 
sity 
ye would go down unpardoned into his 
own grave were he to shirk that call 
ot give the slightest hint in-word or 
action that there had ever beeh such 
cause for rejoicing in this world be- 


fore 


er of choice; it was sheer neces- 


ma Kissane was there; 
Agnes Kissane and Aunt Alice Kis- | 
sane and Aunt Kitty Kissane were) 
there. 
hurried into a large, clean, airy room, 


broidered muslins of wonderful design, 
the little creature that was the un- 
éonscious cause of all this joy—the 


Kissane a grandma, and Agnes, Alice 
end Kitty, aunts. Michael Desmond 
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“First of all you are excluded if you 
not venture out of the house and brave are not baptized or if you are publicly | 
the raillery provoked _by the proud | excommunicated or interdicted; if you 
gtin that, despite all his efforts to re-' are an infidel, a heretic, not a Catholic 
strain it, Would break out on his face | yourself, or a notorious criminal.” 
every few minutes. Grandpa Kissane | “Oh, Father!” 
on the contrary was behaving quite 
differently; he was courting publicity. 
He had visited more friends and treat- 
ed more strangers within the ast 
twenty-four hours than he had ever « 
done since he ran for alderman on the 


_ 


do not know the fundamental doctrines 
_of the Catholic religicn." 

“That hits Agnes,” cried Kitty. 
She has forgotten the little catechism 


When he reached the house, Grand- 
and Aunt! 


He was promptly seized and, 


where he saw, half smothered in em-_| 


little creature that had made Madame 
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| “You are excluded, too, if fou have 
While six several voices demanded not yet attained to the use of reason.” 


“That hits Kitty,” said Agnes. 
“She is fourteen, but she has not a 
particle more sense than when she was 
a baby.” 

“Besides this,” continued the priest, 
Menks and Nuns with solemn vows 


ered muslin did not bear a striking re- 
semblance to each and every one in 
‘the whole Desmond-Kissane conneéc- 
tion, Father Casey looked down at the | « 


happy mother.and said in his heart!'are excluded, married women who 
Will the day ever come when even have not the consent of their hus- 


you, gentle Mary Desmond, will’ look 
upon motherhood as a disgrace and 
children as a burden to be ‘shunned, ' 
even at the coat of breaking God's and 
‘nature’s laws? 

Then, noting the interest of the 
three young ladies, he said aloud: 


bands, as well as parents in regard to 
their own children.” 

“What is the precise reason why 
the persons you have just enumerated 
are excluded?” asked Mrs. Kissane. 

“The Church,” said Father Casey, 
'“pequires sponsors in order to have 
|. “ET suppose the burning question of: 

the hour is: Which of the Aunts will 
be sporisor ?” 

“fam, Father!” came simultaneous- 
ly from Agnes, Alice, and Kitty. 

“See, Father Tim, 
have on our hands!” laughed Mrs. Kis- 
sane. “Come, girls, Father. Casey is 
going to decide which of you will be 
godmother, and don’t let me hear a 


upbringing of the child. 
excludes parents from this offic 
eause they are already bound by 
higher law to instruct their children 
and hence their becoming 
would give no additional security 
ex¢ludes married women, whose hus- 
bands are opposed, as well as Monks 
and Nuns, because they are not free to 
leave their monastery, their convent, 
or their home to attend to this work; 
she excludes infidels, Protestants, etc., 
beckuse they are incapable of per- 
forming this duty properly.” 

“Father,” interposed Michael, “I 
know a young fellow—a Protestant— 
and he claims that he is godfather for 
one of his brother’s children. His 
brother is a convert.” 

ws | think I can explain that, Michael. ; 
‘Ygnorant parents sometimes choose a 
non-Catholic. If the priest judges 
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“Why, Father’ said Mrs. Kieeten,| 
“when Kitty was baptized, her Uncle 
Pat stood for her, and him five thous- 
and miles away inthe old country at 
Father Dan, the Lord have 


, the time. 
"merey on him, said it was all right.” 
“Oh, Mrs. Kissane, that’s quite an- 


other thing. That is what we call’ “** 
standing sponsor “by proxy.’ In order 
te become Kitty’s godfather without 
leaving Ireland it was yecessary for) 


Uncle Pat te appoint, or empower you 


‘to appoint, sémhe one who was present 


at the Baptism to hold or touch the 
appointed is called & proxy. 
ingly Uncle Pat became godfather by 
proxy.” 

“Suppose we had som 


» 


* 


one hold the 


baby in Uncle Pat's name, and told 
him about it only afterwards. If 


Uncie Pat then approved of what we 


had done, would he be Kitty's god- 
father?” 


Father “that 
ty, sadly as she 
d to her Chris- 


be godfather- 


“No,” said i 
would net do, and Kit 
needs some one to atten 
tian bringing up, wou'd 
less.” 
“Father,” 


asey, 


° 
P. 


. mee i. 
said Kitty, quite un- 


abashed at the terrible indictment con- 
veyed by the priest’s words, “vou have 
not said which’ of us will be god- 
mother.” 

“Before I decide I want you to un- 
derstand well what follows on your 
becoming godmether, first of ali you 
have "the obligation doing all in 


your power to give the 


he education in cas tne paren 
should neglect to do so. Secondly, you 
ee a are “) RN re 
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+ “Tt means,” said the priest, “that 
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you could not validly either of 
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‘Could I marry the ‘1 steod 
h with ? ssked Agne 
“Well sid ‘ather Casey, “I 
not sufficiently well infermed to an- 
sewer that question. But this much I 
will say, if ave can induce him } have 
YOu, the Church will p! ace no obstach 
in the way.” 
“Why is the Church so st: 
“Because such a mode of | edure 
would nivitiply unnecessarily spiritua! 
relationships and thu essen the 
prea of marriage for those impli 
cated.” 

“Whose place it. Father,” he as} 
ed, remembering from experience 
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was no uniform pract t 
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to the priest on the Gecasion of a Bap 
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s Dear “ly Maleved Son hHiealith and Apostolic ‘Benediction! 

which, MMOH oO thers, mmend to us the Catholic paper 
editing which you have “for many years eutirely devoted yourself; 
task propose ad il 3 read and explain doctrine 
Attach Catholic mor to at, and that you mignt Win ove;r 
and secondly, the highly ommendatory testimony ich we are 
paper received from ur Predecessor of happy tem im Ay 
other personages of high and Indisp utable authority, 

. The One SB50WE you Ww be a good dispe neaer of (od as mysterie a, 

»ihet in -pursui: ne thie holy undertaking you are following the righ t path 
vag with abr mnt 


the 


non 
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this 
Ty, 1 wisv 


the other 


“ely ed should not 
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mex} nt zeal and 


you have already re 
pieases us to do so it 
nz. We bestow up 
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praises 


Ap toll 


‘Ara 


+ of March, 197%. 
RENEDICT , Pope. 


‘ li Ptitmoré Bt., Ld C., “April Zi, 1913. 

ba) nature of. your work 1: nds to sepply, in 

religious neetia of beth the Cath: and non-Catholices, 

With pleasure I Rongratuiats u on this good worl 

your siccess 
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it th best 


Apoatcl lic. Delegation, 19 W as shington, 


will continue to iner 
wis thes I am, sincerely y rire in Xto., 
vie JOHN LIONZAAN » ATS hh eh yp ot Melitens, 
aor eee ne eee 
Dear Rev. Father: 
Your work of bring ging he 
of the Church, and of inform 
is truly an apostolic : Work, wort! 
To furnish a weekiy pay 
hé most remarkabie 


fort Ww “4 yie, Indieséa. “Mareh 29. +922 


ome to our people the 


* an annual subscription of 50c, 


fad 


* yours in. Domino, 
Al ER DING. 


“Two years ago OUR SUNDA LY VISITOR reached 
more than 450,000 homes, but the war and the wane of 
bigotry caused a gradual, though slow reduction in 
our circulation. - As the figures on the rung of the 
ladder, which the little man is holding to, indicate, we 
are now quickly regaining lost ground. There is far 
greater need of our paper now than ever vu fag and 
our best efforts will be devoted towards doing con- 
structive work.Pastors will find 0. S. V. to render 
invaluable it will be a veritable 


ole Bishop of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


service from now on; it 
missionary in the homes: of our Catholic people, and a 
dispeller of wrong impressions in non-Catholic homes. 


. sy 


FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE. 


Have you not noticed the little pamphlet racks in 
railroad depots and interurban stations containing 
Christian Science and Seventh Day Adventist litera- 
ture? These cults are spending. an immense amount 
of money at present in advertising their literature and 

“¥rbringing the tenets of their faith before the people 
in public lectures.- In every town where there is a 
Christian Science church, there is a “Free Distribu- 
tion Committee” to whi literature of-that cult is 
sent for pamphiet racks located in public places. The 
marazines distributed in this w ay also contain a full 
list of pamphlets and works bearing on Christian 
science, 

The Seventh Day Adventists, with a membership 
in the United States not tots iling 100,000, spend 
lions of dollars every year on literature and lectures. 

Their... lis certait nly worthy of imitation by 
Catholics. There is no good reason why there should 
not be ih every parish a “Literature Committee” 
ready to bly small pamphlets to non-Catholics 
regularly, and to. keep a little rack filled in public 
places. Every hour of the day there are many people 
sitting in railrdad depots and interurban stations 
waiting for the arrival of trains or cars, At no time 
have these people more leisure to read than when 
travelling or waiting for trains. The expense for 
each separate parish would be only nominal, but if 
there-were an active Literature Committee at work 
in every city and town in the United States, millions 
ae Bisoce of Catholic literature would reach our sep- 

ted brethren, and offset the pernicious influence of 
the Iiter ature which they have been wont to read for 
years and years. 
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SEND SUBSCRIPT! ~ FOR THE CARELESS 
We have been dis sappointed at the com- 
paratively small number of parishes from which we 
are receiving long lists of } dividual subseriptions. 
wine outhned at ef our Campaign, 
we eager to have on our mailing list the names 
ary Fe es of all families whose members do not 
get to church feign or who have hitherto not 
been taking home a copy {the paper from church, 
many copies of 


Unles Matetbui teS as 
OUR SI VISITOR as he has families, there is 
room V ment of the Catholie literature taste 
among his Many priests order more papers 
than they families, others a supply sufficient to 
reach each y; but there are many others still 
whose smaller by one-half than the number of 
ramilies under their jumsdiction. 

We 4) to beheve that even these latter 
would » have OUR SUNDAY VISITOR enter 
* Go not know-just how to succeed in 


Peers 
N D, 4\ 


— 


nil 


; 
ri. 24 
eeeet 
Severe 


their 
getting it t During the past week several priests, 
whose parishioners are on our mailing list now 100 
per cent, havi Q tol i us that they ac complished the feat 
by starting a number of school children out, and offer- 
ing a Hittle he one who. would. seeure the 
largest 1 be iptions. We believe that this 
method \ would succeed everywhere, and if pastors will 
write to us, we shall gl: ily‘ ‘end them gratis the num- 
ber of subseription form thai they will need for the 
purpose; we shall also donate the prize. 
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of the foremost theatrical! 
: \ olunteered to. organize 
im the KX. of C. buildings at our 
. entertainment of the soldiers. 
2 _— lic, 94 undertakes this 
al and financial sacrifice, 
} | a maine for his services or even 
for his travelling e: He has also signified his 
willingness to go to I'rance under the auspices of the 
Knights of Columbus to do the same work. 
- Aren't you, reade: . 
‘Beast two subscristions ? 
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There are two things 
Our Sunday Visitor, '” 
first is the 
that you mignt 
Catholics; 
same 
from 


prover 
and are 


also be 
if need- be, 


a popular and practical way, the 


of four hundred thousand who will send in at 


tbe third year | 


and express my hopes that | 
Apostolic Delegate. a 


better knowledge of the teachings 
ing ni m-Catholicgs’ of the claims of Holy Mother Church, 
y of the highést commendation ae encouragement. 
ppears to me tv 


By Rey. Joseph Husslein, Associate Editor of AMERICA 
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THE DRAGON'S TEETH. 


Among the familiar stories of the ancient Greek mythology is one 
that will always remain popular, the story of the Dragon’s Teeth. 

Cadmus, so the legend runs, slew a dfagon who had destroyed several 
of his companions as they approached a spring to draw water for a 
sacrifice. By the instruction of the goddess Athena he sowed the mon- 
ster’s teeth in thte furrows of the earth, and lo! a race of warriors sprahg 
up from them, fully armed. At the bidding of the goddess he then cast 
a stone among them, and at-once they furiously fell upon each other ard 
fought until only five remained. ,These were to help him in erecting the 
citadel of his newly founded city of Thebes. 

- Curiously enough Athena is the goddess of learning and the Greek 
Cadmus is often confounded with the Fhosnicia: lan immigrant of the same 
name who first introduced the alphabet. 

Perhaps the application of the myth is already dawning 

reader, / ; . 

The modern dragon’s teeth, from si constantly spring, full-armed, 
new legions of champions for any and every cause, Whether vood.or evil, 
are the books, and magazines and.papers scattered broadeast throurhout 
the land. 

From the literature of sthotens spring the men determined to destroy 
religion from the face of the earth. From the literature of the A. P. A. 
and. the Guardians of Liberty come the bigot’s resolve, by fair means or 
by foul, to bring about the ruin of the Church. From the tenet of 
anarchism and Socialism arise the armies that advance for their work of 
destruction under the banners of revolution in-place of fichting with 
for a true, just and Christian reconstruction of sdciety. From the litera-2 

ture of rationalism, finally, are bred the ivnoble renerations of denosties 
and the infidels who can see in man, with his splendid gift of reason and 
his spiritual soul, nothing more than.a descendant of the ha’ 
an evolution from a primary cel! of matter, reducing to a mere clod of 
earth the human mind itself, with its heaven-searching thouchts. 

But from the seed of the Catholic books and papers, that golden 
grain of truth, there spring up forevermore the harvests of the soldiers 
of the Cross, the legions of Christ, the heroic men and women who are 
willing to battle for the extension of God’s kingdom, the Church, and the 
salvation of immortal souls 

While the armies of untruth, like the 
dragon’s teeth, are perpetually combatting each other, there is 
unity within the Church There is one cause for which all her chil- 
dren are willing to do battle unto death, and thm é+theviuse of Christ, 
the cause of truth, which must ever be one as the Church is 
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As my part in your drive for more) 


subseribers, I wish to have Our. Sun- 
day Visiter sent to each of the fami- 


‘lies of my parish for six months 


p i ue 
ries 4 


t | 
Dear 


will 


Afger that I hope that my people will 
have become so ubed to it that they 
not wish to do without,it and 
continue the subscriptions for 
themmelves. I oam entlosing their 
names and addresses, in order that 


will 


you can séfid the paper to cach, by) 
ns it would be practically im-| 
. /possible to get the i Sastedl ” them all 


mail, 


each week in any other v 
Wishing you every suceiae I am 
Fraternally yours in Christ, 


GEO. T. SPETZ, 


Peoria, Ill, Feb. 24, 1918. 
Father Noll: 

I am sending your excellent paper 
to everyone of our pew-holders, hop- 
ing thereby to have ah able assistant 
in my parish work. 


Wishing you God's blessing and 


/ Success, + 
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